
 

 

APA REFERENCING STYLE 

APA requires that information be cited in 2 different ways—within the text and in 

a reference list at the end of the paper. The reference list should be on a new 

page, double spaced, and use the hanging indent method (all lines after the 

first one are indented). 

One work by one author: 

In one developmental study (Smith, 1990), children learned... OR 

In the study by Smith (1990), primary school children... OR 

In 1990, Smith’s study of primary school children… 

Works by two authors: 

Cite both names every time you reference the work in the text. 

Works by three to five authors: 

Cite all the author names the first time the reference occurs and then 

subsequently include only the first author followed by et al. For example: 

First citation: Masserton, Slonowski, and Slowinski (1989) state that... 

Subsequent citations: Masserton et al. (1989) state that... 

Works by six or more authors: 

Cite only the name of the first author followed by et al. and the year. 

Book: 

Strunk, W., Jr., & White, E. B. (1979). The guide to everything and then some more 

stuff. New York, NY: Macmillan. 

Gregory, G., & Parry, T. (2006). Designing brain-compatible learning (3rd ed.). 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin. 

Chapter of a Book: 

Bergquist, J. M. (1992). German Americans. In J. D. Buenker & L. A. Ratner (Eds.), 

Multiculturalism in the United States: A comparative guide to acculturation and 

ethnicity (pp. 53-76). New York, NY: Greenwood. 

Journal Article with Digital Object Identifier: (DOI) 

Paivio, A. (1975). Perceptual comparisons through the 

mind's eye. Memory & Cognition, 3, 635-647. doi:10.1037/0278-6133.24.2.225 

Journal Article without DOI: 

Becker, L. J., & Seligman, C. (1981). Welcome to the energy crisis. Journal of 

Social Issues, 37(2), 1-7. 

Hamfi, A. G. (1981). The funny nature of dogs. E-journal of Applied Psychology, 

2(2), 38 -48. Retrieved from http://ojs.lib.swin.edu.au/index.php/fdo 



 

 

Online Newspaper Articles: 

Becker, E. (2001, August 27). Prairie farmers reap conservation's rewards. The 

New York Times. Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com 


